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New figures released today show that each year, 19,000 general practice consultations across
Australia involve the management of cannabis-related problems.

Cannabis-related consultations are more likely to be sought by males, people between the
ages of 15 and 44 years, owners of Health Care Cards, and Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
people than other consultation types. In addition, cannabis-related consultations are more
likely to involve simultaneous management of anxiety or psychosis, than consultations
involving other drug use such as amphetamines.

These findings, from the Bettering the Evaluation and Care of Health (BEACH) program, are
discussed in a recent National Cannabis Prevention and Information Centre (NCPIC) Bulletin,
entitled, ‘The management of cannabis use in Australian general practice’.

NCPIC is based at the University of New South Wales (UNSW).



